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In 2010, holiday spending forecasts were bleak. Groups like that
National Retail Federation were predicting that 2011 holiday spending
would increase only by roughly 2.5 percent from the previous year. Such
a forecast unnecessarily worried retailers, who ultimately had prosperous
sales that exceeded expectations significantly — increasing somewhere
between 5 and 6 percent.
Many of the shoppers who ventured out that holiday year may have
overspent despite poor economic predictions simply because they didn’t
want to do without during the holidays. A 2011 study from Cardhub.com
found that consumers accumulated $16.8 billion in credit card debt in the
third quarter alone. Holiday debt is a condition that can be prevented.
In order to avoid joining the growing number of people accumulating
massive amounts of credit card debt, holiday shoppers must establish a
shopping budget. A budget helps shoppers control their spending, and the
following are a few tips shoppers can employ to establish a budget that
ensures this holiday season is as debt-free as it is festive.

Remember the Alamo. While the Battle of the Alamo may have nothing
to do with holiday spending, shoppers who have found themselves with a
mountain of post-holiday debt in the past should learn from their history
so they aren’t doomed to repeat it. Look back on the previous year’s
spending habits to determine where you could have saved money. Keep
this year’s receipts so they can be examined next year. Gaining an
understanding of your spending habits is a great way to discover which
of those habits are unhealthy and which you can build on to become a
more responsible shopper.

Take shopping year by year. Just because you spent thousands of
dollars last year doesn’t mean you should it do so again this year. Let the
past year dictate how much you can spend on holiday shopping this year.
Shoppers who purchased a new home since last year, for instance, should
not feel obligated to spend as much as they did last year, and neither
should men and women who lost their jobs or took a pay cut since last
year’s holiday season. When establishing your budget, take all of the
events of the last year into consideration. If you’ve had an especially
successful year financially, perhaps this year you can spend more than
last year. Just remember a holiday shopping budget should always be
fluid and you should not feel pressured to exceed or equal the spending
of previous years.

Don’t set a spending minimum. Many shoppers feel guilty if they don’t
spend X amount of money each year on gifts for friends and family
members. But shoppers should not feel guilty if they come in well under
budget, nor should they keep spending if they have purchased gifts for
everyone on their list and spent less than they anticipated. Do not enter
the holiday shopping season feeling you have to spend a minimum
amount of money to show your loved ones how much you value them.

Do set a spending maximum. Shoppers should, however, establish a
maximum amount of money they can spend during the holiday season. A
host of factors should be considered when determining how much you
can safely spend. Those factors include your current financial situation
and your job security. If you presently have a substantial amount of debt,
eradicating that debt should take priority over holiday shopping. And if
your working part-time or on contract or have reason to believe your job
is in jeopardy, then you should, as much as possible, avoid holiday
spending entirely. Once you have established a maximum amount you
can spend for the holidays, do not exceed that limit and do your best to
come in under budget.                                                                GG12B632

How to establish
a holiday
shopping budget

ESTABLISHING AND ADHERING
TO A HOLIDAY SHOPPING
BUDGET IS ESSENTIAL TO
MAKING IT THROUGH THE
SEASON DEBT-FREE.

1234 WASHINGTON STREET
SOMERSVILLE HEIGHTS
000-000-0000
WWW.NAMEWEBSITE.COM

MALL
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Never worry about the size of 

your Christmas tree. In the eyes 
of children, they are all 30 feet tall. 
~Larry Wilde, The Merry Book of 

Christmas

Even as an adult I find it difficult to 
sleep on Christmas Eve. Yuletide 

excitement is a potent caffeine, no 
matter your age. ~Terri Guillemets

Three phrases that sum up 
Christmas are: Peace on Earth, 

Goodwill to Men, and Batteries not 
Included. ~Author Unknown

Like snowflakes, my Christmas 
memories gather and dance - each 

beautiful, unique and too soon gone. 
~Deborah Whipp

Oh, for the good old days when 
people would stop Christmas 

shopping when they ran out of 
money. ~Author Unknown

One of the most glorious messes in 
the world is the mess created in the 
living room on Christmas day. Don’t 

clean it up too quickly. 
~Andy Rooney

Please Shop 
Locally!
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Courtesy of Gardener’s Supply Company
Birdseed ornaments can add some holiday décor to the landscape while 
providing much-needed nutrients for the birds. 

By Melinda Myers

Add a little holiday sparkle to your 
landscape for you and your guests 

to enjoy. No matter the weather outside, 
a few decorative touches can greatly 
increase the beauty and enjoyment of 
your winter landscape.

Try one, two or all eight of these tips to 
improve your landscape’s winter appeal.

Add some solar powered accents. 
Light a pathway, your favorite tree or 
front porch without installing additional 
outlets. Look for unique colors and 
shapes like the solar star lantern or 
the changing colors of northern lights 
spheres (gardeners.com) for added 
appeal. The wide variety now available 
can help create a memorable winter 
display. Be sure to select solar accents 
that provide hours of enjoyment when 
fully charged.

Create an outdoor holiday tree for 
you and your feathered visitors to 
enjoy. Decorate a few of your evergreen 
trees and shrubs with purchased or 
homemade birdseed ornaments. Holiday 
shapes made of energy rich birdseed and 
suet give the trees a holiday flare, while 
providing important food for birds to 
enjoy. These also make great gifts for 
your favorite gardener or bird watcher.

Light up your winter containers. 
Fill a weather-proof planter with potting 
mix or play sand.  Purchase greens from 
your favorite garden center or trim a few 
from your landscape. Stick the cut end 
of the greens in the potting mix or sand 
to create an attractive display. Add some 
colorful berries, decorative twigs and 
ribbon. Then add some height and light 
to your winter container with fiber optic 
solar lights. Place the container by your 
front steps for holiday visitors to enjoy 
day or night.  

Enhance your holiday landscape
Increase color and motion with 

the help of heated birdbaths. Attract 
greater numbers and variety of birds by 
providing water year round.  Northern 
gardeners should consider heated 
birdbaths to insure water is available 
even during the coldest months. Further 
help the birds by adding a few stones 
or branches to the birdbath. This allows 
the birds to drink without getting wet; 
helping them to preserve their body heat.

Create your own homemade 
outdoor lights. Line pathways, accent 
plantings or dress up fence posts with ice 
globe luminaries.  Produce your own or 
purchase ready to make kits. Use colorful 
outdoor LED lights or tea candles to 
light up blocks or spheres of ice. You and 
your family will have fun creating these 
memorable nighttime accents.

Add some livable art. Hang a few 
colorful and unique birdhouses in your 
backyard. They provide color and 
whimsy to the winter garden and will be 
ready for your feathered friends to move 
in this spring.

Include a “gingerbread” house for 
the birds. Hang decorative birdseed 
houses from a shepherds crook or tree 
branch. Be sure to place it in an area 
where you and the birds can enjoy the 
decorative treat. Look for a sheltered, 
but open area where the birds can watch 
for predators while enjoying their winter 
feast.

Move your holiday tree outdoors. 
Place your cut tree in a snow bank, 
vacant spot in the garden or make it part 
of your bird feeding station. The tree 
provides some extra greenery in the often 
drab winter landscape as well as shelter 
for the visiting birds. Then add a few of 
those birdseed ornaments for added food 
and winter decoration.

Valley Theater Company presents 

The Rented Christmas 
 

Nov 28-29 
Dec 5-6 

at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Princess 
Theatre 
Prosser 

 

Sponsored by 
Columbia Basin Denture Care 



 2014 HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE • PAGE 3 

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

During this holiday season
and every day of the year,
we wish you all the best. 

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Jeremy Hunsaker
Financial Advisor
.

1119 Meade Avenue
Prosser, WA 99350
509-786-7787

Bill Jenkin AAMS®

Editor’s note: Following is an article 
based on an email received from one 
of our readers. The suggestions seem 
particularly apt for shoppers looking for 
suggestions to shop locally this Christmas 
season.  

As the holidays approach, over-
seas factories are again provid-

ing piles of cheaply-produced goods 
for the U.S. market. However, there 
are alternatives available exclusive-
ly in our home town that will have a 
positive impact on the gift producer, as 
well as the gift recipient. 

Think of it as a gift of genuine con-
cern for each other at home. 

All it takes is thinking outside the 
gift box. Who says a gift needs to fit in 
a shoe box, wrapped in overseas-pro-
duced wrapping paper? Here are some 

320 Wine Country Rd., Prosser • Tastings Daily
chukar.com • 509.786.2055 

OPEN HOUSE

NORTHWEST CHERRIES • ARTISAN CHOCOLATENORTHWEST CHERRIES • ARTISAN CHOCOLATE

Nov. 29th
8 am-6 pm
Nov. 29th
8 am-6 pm

®

Best of Nature, 
Best of Chocolate®

Since 1988

& TASTINGS GiftsGifts

Christmas 
2014 - 
A fresh 
perspective 
on shopping 
locally

other suggestions. 
Everyone gets a haircut.  How about 

gift certificates from your local hair 
salon or barber?

Consider a gym membership from a 
local entrepreneur.  It’s appropriate for 
anyone who is thinking about personal 
improvement and better health.

Who wouldn’t appreciate getting 
their car detailed?  Locally-owned 
detail shops and car washes would 
love to sell you a gift certifi-
cate or a book of gift certifi-
cates.

Are you one of those 
extravagant givers who 
think nothing of buy-
ing a foreign-made flat-
screen TV?  Perhaps 
that grateful gift receiver 
would like his driveway 
sealed, or lawn mowed 
for the summer, or 
driveway plowed 
all winter, or games 
at the local golf 

course.
There are lots of owner-run restau-

rants offering gift certificates.  And, if 
your intent isn’t the fancy eatery sort, 
what about a half-dozen breakfasts at 
the local breakfast joint or espresso lo-
cation? 

Big national chains have their 
place, but this is about supporting 
your home town and its businesses 
with their financial lives on the line 

to keep their doors open for 
you.

How many people could use 
an oil change for their car, 
truck or motorcycle, done at 
a local dealer or repair shop?

By the way, computers 
need a tune-up from time 

to time, as well. Some 
young guy who is strug-

gling to get his repair 
business up and 

running would 
be happy to 

provide that service.
Thinking about a heartfelt gift for 

Mom?  Mom would love the services 
of a local cleaning lady for a day.

Better yet, how about a lovely eve-
ning and scrumptious breakfast at a lo-
cal bed and breakfast for mom and dad 
or other family members or friends? 
It’s a gift that will likely never be for-
gotten.  

OK, you were looking for something 
more personal.  Local crafts people 
spin their own wool and knit them into 
scarves.  They make jewelry, and pot-
tery and beautiful wooden boxes and 
one-of-a-kind artwork.

Plan your holiday outings at local, 
owner-operated restaurants and leave 
your server a nice tip. How about go-
ing out to see a play or ballet at your 
hometown theatre?

Musicians need love too. Look for a 
venue showcasing local bands or con-
certs.

Leave the mailman, trash guy or 
babysitter a nice BIG tip.

This year, make Christmas about 
caring about our communities and the 
small businesses that make life here 
better, and encouraging these busi-
nesses to keep plugging away to follow 
their dreams. 

When we care about our communi-
ties, the benefits come back to us in 
ways we could not imagine.

This is the new Christmas tradi-
tion. After all, caring about each other, 
about our friends and neighbors, is 
what Christmas is about. 
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Being mindful of electrical safety 
is always a good idea, but with 

additional holiday lighting and other 
electrical decorations found in and 
around homes during the holiday season, 
electrical safety is even more important.  

Electrical fires in homes account for 
over 26,000 residential fires annually, 
resulting in 280 deaths and over $1 billion 
in property loss in the United States.

“Traditionally, we see more electrical 
fires occur in Washington State during 
the winter months,” says State Fire 
Marshal Chuck Duffy. “Loss of life and 
property resulting from electrical fires 
can be avoidable if you exercise a few 
simple steps.” 

He suggests the following guidelines 
to help ensure that you and your family 
are safe from shock hazards and electrical 
fires this winter:
Safety Tips
•	 Routinely check your electrical 

appliances and wiring. Replace any 
worn or damaged appliance cords 
immediately. Do not try to repair them.

•	 Buy only appliances that have the label 
of a recognized testing laboratory.

•	 Appliances should be plugged 

Electrical safety more 
important than ever 
during the holidays

directly into a wall outlet. Never use 
an extension cord. If you must use 
an extension cord, use only surge 
protectors or power strips that have 
internal overload protection and 
have the label of a recognized testing 
laboratory.

•	 Unplug small appliances when not in 
use.

•	 If an appliance has a three-prong plug, 
use it only in a three-slot outlet. Never 
force it to fit into a two-slot outlet or 
extension cord.

•	 Replace any electrical device if it 
causes even small electrical shocks, 
overheats, shorts out or gives off 
smoke or sparks.

•	 Use light bulbs that match the 
recommended wattage on the lamp or 
fixture.

•	 Avoid putting cords where they can be 
damaged or pinched by furniture, under 
rugs and carpets, or across doorways.

•	 Extension cords are for temporary 
use only. Have a qualified electrician 
determine if additional circuits or wall 
outlets are needed.

•	 Electrical work should be done only 
by a qualified electrician. Call an 

electrician if you have any of the 
following: 

•	 Recurring problems with blowing 
fuses or tripping circuit breakers

•	 A tingling feeling when you touch an 
electrical appliance

•	 Discolored or warm wall outlets or 
switches

•	 A burning smell or rubbery odor 

coming from an appliance
•	 Flickering lights
•	 Sparks from a wall outlet
•	 Cracked or broken wall outlets

Finally, having a working smoke alarm 
dramatically increases your chances of 
surviving a fire. Remember to practice a 
home escape plan frequently with your 
family.
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By Jason Alderman

When it comes to holiday spending, waiting in store lines all night and jostling 
for discounts will mean very little if you don’t have a budget that shapes your 

finances year-round. 
With the average U.S. household spending $600-$700 in 2014 for the holidays, putting 

that money together shouldn’t be a game of chance. Here are some tips to get it right.
Before you make a list, plan 

How’s your debt? Do you have an emergency fund or any savings put aside? Start the 
holiday season by getting a handle on what you owe and what you’re spending day-to-
day. Then plan a holiday budget (www.practicalmoneyskills.com/YourHolidayBudget) 
as early as possible that allows you to spend wisely.
See what spending is really necessary 

It’s tough to cut young kids off a gift list, so turn to the adults. If your finances are 
limited, it’s worth asking adult friends and family members if they’d consider a gift swap 
or forego gifts altogether. They might actually think it’s a good idea.
Attack your everyday expenses 

Want to afford the holidays? Consider evaluating some expensive habits. Try reducing 
the amount you are spending on expensive nights out. Cook at home and bring your lunch 
to work. 

Use public transportation. Compare and cut your auto and home insurance premiums. 
Turn down the thermostat, dump magazine subscriptions, gym memberships and any 
other budget item you’re not using. 

You’ll find that savings build quickly. 
Browse before you buy 

Assuming you’ve made a tight gift list, create a gift budget (www.practicalmoneyskills.
com/YourGiftLog) tracking precisely what you’re willing to pay for every item. 

For must-have, non-negotiable gifts, you may have to pounce before Thanksgiving 
Day and Black Friday and Monday for both price and selection. 

Also, don’t forget to budget for holiday entertainment www.practicalmoneyskills.
com/EntertainmentPlanner). It’s a potentially huge cost. Plan ahead and don’t waver.
Create your own Holiday Club 

Online savings and money market accounts can allow you to set aside your holiday 
budget in small amounts throughout the year and they’ll pay better rates than the last few 
banks offering Holiday Club savings accounts. 
Watch gas and shipping 

Smart shoppers weigh the value of store trips versus online shopping. They also keep 
an eagle eye for advertised online and shipping discounts. 

Sign up for special deals and coupons, consolidate in-person trips to stores and make 
sure you review return policies at online and bricks-and-mortar stores before you buy. 

Paying return fees or missing a window to return a gift entirely can cost big money.
Keep good records 

Whether you track your finances on paper or on a computer, develop a system that 
allows you to match your holiday list to what you spend every year. Good recordkeeping 
not only allows you to track the numbers, but also prevents you from duplicating gifts or 
overspending year to year. 

And it’s always a good idea to keep a list of what you get from others to make sure 
you’re thanking people appropriately.

Finally, consider whether it’s worth making new holiday traditions that go beyond gift 
giving. Some families consider contributing throughout the year to a joint vacation or 
reunion fund to bring everyone together. 

You might also consider the needs of aging or needy relatives who need assistance 
with chores, transportation or pet care. The holidays are what you make them. 

Family Mexican Restaurant

882-3554
201 Division St. • Grandview

Gift Certificates Available
Make your family holiday reservations now!

Feliz Navidad

Visit Us At 
Wine Country Plaza

KD’s
Country Floral
Full Service Floral Shoppe

We have expanded ... more room ... 
means more gifts to choose from
Order Your Holiday Centerpieces

and Floral Today!

• Weddings • Funerals • Birthdays • Anniversaries
• All Occasions • Balloons • Plants • Candy Cakes

409 WINE COUNTRY ROAD • PROSSER • 786-0048

L o t s  o f  G i f t  I d e a s  F o r  C h r i s t m a s !

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
• Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Karen Don - owner and floral designer 
with over 30 years experience

Old-Fashioned
Candy Buffet

Seven ways to cut your 
holiday expenses

Prosser - Again this year, Pizzazz! 
and the Prosser School District are 

working hand-in-hand to collect mittens 
and gloves for Prosser students of all ages. 
This year’s “Mitten Drive” is also collecting 
winter hats, said organizer Candace Andrews.

Andrews, the owner of Pizzazz!, initiated 
the mitten drive last year, with the support 
of Prosser Schools Superintendent Dr. Ray 
Tolcacher. “The drive collected 222 pairs of 
mittens and gloves last year; I hope to double 
that this year,” said Andrews. 

Last year, collection boxes were located in 
Prosser schools. “This year, local businesses 
are hosting the boxes to make it easier for 
community members to drop off donations,” 

Photo by Victoria Walker
Photo taken last year of mittens collected for the first annual mitten drive. 

Second annual “Mitten 
Drive” for students begins

said Andrews.
Collection boxes are in six Prosser 

locations: AmericanWest Bank, Le Grand 
Fromage, Pizzazz!, US Bank, Yakima 
Federal Savings & Loan, and the PSD’s 
administrative office.

Mitten, glove and hat donations will be 
accepted until December 3. Then, Andrews 
will sort the donations by size for each of 
Prosser’s six schools, and the school district 
will distribute the donated items to students 
the week of December 17.

“Anything we can do for kids is great,” 
said Dr. Tolcacher.

Questions about the Mitten Drive may be 
directed to Andrews at 778-4332.



 PAGE 6 • 2014 HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 

Sister to Sister

Mon.-Sat. 9-6 • Sun. Noon-5

10 Merlot Drive • 786-7467
Next to Starbucks off exit 80

Come Share
In The Splendor!
We have been preparing a very 
special Christmas season for you! 
Our wish is that we will inspire your 
Christmas spirit and give you an 
experience that will indulge all your 
senses with the sights, sounds and 
fragrances that are unique to the 
holiday season. Our shop is beautifully 
decorated and ready for you to enjoy!

Let’s Protect Them

Together...

This Holiday Season, 
Adopt-A-Manatee®

Call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
savethemanatee.org

Photo © David Schrichte

1306 Meade Ave. • Prosser

~Great Lunch Specials Monday-Friday~
• Video Games • Big Screen TV • Family Gatherings -- COUPON --

Large 1 Topping Pizza
Bread Sticks

For Just $1599

COUPON GOOD FOR DINE IN ONLY
Not valid with any other special    EXP. 12-31-14 

All You Can Eat Buffet
Tuesday Nights 5:30-7:30 $7.99

• Pizza & Sandwiches • Calzones
• Mozzarella Cheese Sticks • Salad Bar

• Famous Chicken & JoJos

• Video Games • Big Screen TV 
• Family Gatherings

Chanukah, Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve are right around the 

corner. That means neighborhoods, 
buildings and stores will soon be awash in 
holiday splendor. Social schedules will be 
full, and men and women everywhere will 
shuffle to complete their holiday shopping. 

Grab bags are a staple of this season 
of giving, and the following are a few 
dos and don’ts to ensure participation in 
gift exchanges is fun and friendly for all 
involved.

DO set a gift amount limit. Holiday 
grab bags are more about having fun and 
exchanging a little something with friends 
and family members than walking away 
with amazing prizes. Establish a spending 
limit so everyone receives a gift of roughly 
the same value and no one feels slighted 
or left out.

DON’T exceed the spending limit. It 
can be tempting to spend more to make 
your gift appear more impressive. But 
overspending defeats the purpose of the 
gift exchange. Grab bags typically are 
anonymous, so being overly generous will 
not win you any style points.

DO make it a game. Tossing gifts in a 
bag only to have others reach in and grab 
one is certainly effective. But the concept 
can be even more fun if you make a game 
out of it. Try passing wrapped gifts around 
in a circle to a holiday song. When the 
music stops, the gift you are holding is the 

Gift exchange dos and don’ts

one you open. Experiment with your own 
variations to make gift exchanges more 
fun.

DON’T let anyone see the gift you 
bring. The idea is to keep things as 
secretive as possible so as not to sway the 
selection of presents. 

DO ensure your gift is unisex. Unless 
you know specifically that only men or 
women will be opening the presents, select 
items that will appeal to both genders. 
Food, gift cards, music, or home staples 
make great grab bag gifts.

DONT forget to consider ages as well. 
Gift exchanges may include both children 
and adults, so include gifts that appeal to all 
ages when necessary. When the exchange 
has ended, allow participants to swap gifts 
if they want to.

DO expect some grab bag gifts to be 
gag gifts. Such gifts are entertaining and 

may make up the majority of the grab 
bag gifts. Keep your sense of humor and 
you’re likely to enjoy grab bags a lot more.

DON’T re-gift items to use as grab bag 
picks. Should the person who gave you the 
gift participate in the grab bag, he or she 
can trace that gift back to you and may be 
offended.

DO make sure everyone is aware that 
there will be a grab bag gift exchange, 
as there needs to be an equal number of 
gifts to participants so everyone gets a 
treat. Hosts may want to have a few extra 
wrapped gifts around just in case someone 
forgets to bring their contribution.

Gift exchanges in the form of grab bags, 
auctions, swaps, and other games make 
for fun additions to holiday festivities. 
They also can be a part of any family or 
friends gathering to add excitement and 
entertainment to the occasion.  

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the largest 
pumpkin pie ever baked weighed 2,020 pounds and 
measured just over 12 feet long. It was baked on 

October 8, 2005 by the New Bremen Giant Pumpkin 
Growers in Ohio, and included 900 pounds of 
pumpkin, 62 gallons of evaporated milk, 155 

dozen eggs, 300 pounds of sugar, 3.5 pounds 
of salt, 7 pounds of cinnamon, 2 pounds of 

pumpkin spice and 250 pounds of crust.
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107 Division • Grandview • 882-3712 • Fax 882-2833

613 7th Street • Prosser • 786-1711 • 786-1779

• Subscriptions
• Gold and Silver Pens
• Pen and Pencil Grips
• Pentel Clic Erasers
• Address Books
• Markers
• Post-It Notes
• Tot Stapler Kits
• Crayons and Chalk
• 2015 Calendars
• Self-Inking Stamps 
• Colored Pencils

Record-Bulletin
PROSSER

Benton County Seat

By Victoria Walker

With the onset of the holiday 
season, it is important to focus 

on fire safety and prevention.  Prosser 
Fire District 3, in conjunction with the 
U.S. Fire Administration / FEMA, would 
like to provide you with these timely 
fire prevention and safety tips.  The 
celebration of the season brings with 
it increased usage of electric lights, 
decorations, candles, and the ever 
popular Christmas tree, all of which 
can be potential fire hazards.  Fire Chief 
Doug Merritt warns that cooking fires 
also increase during the holidays as 
families and friends gather to celebrate. 

“By following general fire safety 
precautions, potential holiday fires, 
deaths, and injuries remain preventable” 
says Chief Merritt.
Christmas Trees

What’s a traditional Christmas 
morning without a beautifully 
decorated tree?  If your 
household includes 
a natural tree in its 
festivities, take 
to heart the 
sales person’s 
s u g g e s t i o n 
– “Keep the 
tree watered.”  
Christmas trees 
account for hundreds of 
fires annually.  Typically, 
shorts in electrical lights or 
open flames from candles, lighters 
or matches start tree fires.  Well-watered 
trees are not a problem.  A dry and 
neglected tree can be.

When selecting a tree for the 
holidays, be sure that needles on fresh 
trees are green and hard to pull back 
from the branches.  Also if the tree has 
been freshly cut, the needles should not 
break and the trunk should be sticky to 
the touch.  Old trees can be identified 
by bouncing the trunk on the ground; if 
many needles fall off; the tree has been 
cut too long, has probably dried out, and 
is a fire hazard.  

In caring for your tree, do not place 
your tree close to a heat source, including 
a fireplace or heat vent.  The heat will 
dry out the tree, causing it to be more 
easily ignited by heat, flames or sparks.  
Be careful not to drop or flick cigarette 
ashes near a tree.  Do not put up your 
tree too early or leave it up for longer 
than two weeks.  Chief Merritt advises 
to keep the stand filled with water at all 
times.

When it’s time to dispose of your 
tree, never put needles or tree branches 
in a fireplace or woodstove.  When a tree 
becomes dry, discard it promptly.  
Holiday Cooking     

Thanksgiving Day fires in structures 
cause more property damage and claim 
more lives than residential structure 
fires on other days.  The increase is 

Holiday fire safety
troubling as it applies to cooking fires 
in family homes.  In 2005, cooking fires 
were involved in roughly 1,300 reported 
home structure fires on Thanksgiving 
– that’s almost three times the national 
daily average.  It is easy to get wrapped 
up in entertaining guests, but it is most 
important to monitor meal preparations 
since most cooking fires start when 
cooking is left unattended.  

Another of the recent culprits for 
the increase in cooking fires during the 
holidays is the turkey fryer.  Turkey 
fryers use a substantial quantity of 
cooking oil at high temperatures, and 
many units currently available for use 
pose a significant danger in tipping over.  
The use of turkey fryers by consumers 
can lead to devastating burns, other 
injuries and the destruction of property.

The following safety tips can help 
to make your holiday dinner safe and 

enjoyable:
Always use cooking 
equipment tested 

and approved by 
a nationally 

recognized testing 
facility.

Stay in the 
kitchen when you 

are frying, grilling 
or broiling food.  If you 

leave the kitchen, even 
for a short time, turn off the 

stove.
Keep anything that can catch 

fire – potholders, towels or curtains – 
away from your stovetop.

Have a “kid-free” zone of at least 
three feet around the stove and areas 
where hot food or drink is prepared or 
carried.

Wear short, close-fitting or tightly 
rolled sleeves when cooking.  Loose 
clothing can dangle onto stove burners 
and catch fire.

Never use a wet oven mitt, as it 
presents a scald danger if the moisture in 
the mitt is heated.

Always keep an oven mitt and lid 
nearby when you’re cooking.  If a small 
grease fire starts in a pan, put on an oven 
mitt and smother the flames by carefully 
sliding the lid over the pan.  Turn off the 
burner.  Don’t remove the lid until it is 
completely cool.  Never grab the pan and 
attempt to run outside with it. 

If there is an oven fire, turn off the 
heat and keep the door closed to prevent 
flames from burning you and your 
clothing.  Have the oven serviced before 
you use it again.
Holiday Lights

Maintain your holiday lights.  Inspect 
holiday lights each year for frayed 
wires, bare spots, gaps in the insulation, 
broken or cracked sockets, and excessive 
kinking or wear before putting them up.  
Use only lighting listed by an approved 
testing laboratory.

Do not overload electrical outlets.  
Do not link more than three light strands, 
unless directions indicate it is safe.  
Connect strings of lights to extension 
cord before plugging the cord into the 
outlet.  Make sure to periodically check 
the wires – they should not be warm to 
the touch.  Do not leave holiday lights on 
unattended.
Holiday decorations 

All decorations you use should be 
nonflammable or flame retardant and 
placed away from heat sources.  Never 
put wrapping paper in the fireplace 
because it can result in a very large 
fire, throwing off dangerous sparks and 
embers and may result in a chimney fire.  
If you are using an artificial or metallic 

tree, make sure it is flame-retardant.
Candle care 

Avoid using lit candles, but if you 
do use lit candles, make sure they are in 
stable holders and place them where they 
cannot be easily knocked over.  Do not go 
near a Christmas tree with an open flame 
– candles, lighters or matches.  Never 
leave the house with candles burning.  

Prosser Fire District 3 wishes you a 
safe and joy filled holiday season.  As 
in every season, have working smoke 
detectors installed on every level of your 
home.  Test them monthly, keep them 
clean and equipped with fresh batteries 
at all times.  Know when and how to call 
for help.  And remember to practice your 
home escape plan.
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Le Grand Fromage 
Celebrations and family gatherings are a breeze with cheese! 

Cheese plates made to order! 
(Pre-ordering is encouraged) 

Wine & Beer!! Chocolates!! 

Gift certificates!!! 
618 8th Street     Open 11 am - 6 pm, Tues—Sat     509.438.0360 

Come see Santa! 
Bring the kiddos 
and your camera! 
 

Noon to 3 pm 
on Saturdays 
Nov 29, Dec 6-13-20 at 
 

pizzazz 
Across from the Prosser Post Office 

 

Christmas cards & gifts for everyone! 

StatePoint -The holiday season is a 
great time to shower the gardeners 

in your life with the tools they need to 
grow beautiful and delicious things. 
Whether your recipient already has a 
green thumb or is just thinking about 
starting a new hobby, there are some 
great gift ideas out there for every level of 
gardening interest and skill.

Herb and Vegetable Cookbook
Everyone gets stumped from time-to-

time when planning meals or figuring out 
how best to incorporate a fresh harvest 
into tonight’s dinner.

Consider gifting a little inspiration. 
Any vegetable gardener will appreciate a 
great cookbook that focuses on cooking 
with fresh herbs and vegetables.

There are many options -- from 
cookbooks that focus on vegetable side 
dishes to vegetarian ones where veggie 
main dishes take center stage.

Indoor Gardening
Why only grow tasty vegetables 

and beautiful flowers part of the year? 
For the year-round enthusiast, consider 
an indoor garden. For example, The 
Miracle-Gro AeroGarden is a soil-free 
garden that grows herbs, vegetables, 
salad greens and flowers five times faster 
than plants grown in soil. Because it uses 
advanced hydroponics to create an ideal 
environment for healthy growth, your 
gift recipient won’t need expertise for a 

Holiday gift ideas for 
gardeners of all levels

Photo courtesy of Statepoint

successful garden to thrive.
Plants grown in an Aerogarden receive 

an ideal balance of water, air and liquid 
nutrients packed with calcium, iron, 
magnesium and other key minerals. It 
also features a control panel to tell you 
when to add water, eliminating some of 
the trickier guesswork.

Foodies and health enthusiasts will 
also be pleased to know that many of the 
seeds provided are heirloom varieties, and 
the company sources organic seeds when 
possible. More information about indoor 
soil-free vegetable and flower gardening 
can be found at www.AeroGarden.com.

Bird Feeder
Help your favorite gardener attract 

pollinators and add a touch of beauty to 
the garden with a unique bird feeder. The 
birds attracted by the feeder will do more 
than bring beauty to the recipient’s garden 
– they can help cross pollinate plants and 
flowers, as well.

If you’re crafty, consider making it 
yourself, or use an online marketplace 
to find a unique, hand-crafted or vintage 
treasure. And if your recipient is crafty, 
consider giving him or her a do-it-yourself 
feeder or birdhouse kit.

This holiday season, skip the generic 
presents and be a bit more thoughtful. 
For friends and family, there are plenty of 
ways you can support a new or lifelong, 
year-round gardening habit.

Top 10 holiday decorating don’ts 
(House Beautiful)

Between making travel plans and shopping for everyone on your Christmas 
list, you have enough to worry about besides bedecking your house for the 
holidays. Avoid these common decorating mistakes for a festive — and stress-
free — season! 
Don’t mix up presents - It happens to the best of us: Your niece receives a new 
golf club while your uncle unwraps a pink tutu. This year, write out gift tags or 
cards at the same time you wrap presents to avoid confusion.
Don’t let Christmas lights become a safety hazard - In order to have a safe 
holiday, first always inspect lights for any loose bulbs or protruding wire. Secure 
lights so there aren’t any loose ends that could be tripped over. Finally, make sure 
to use cord covers if you have young children or pets.
Don’t go overboard - When it comes to seasonal decor, less is often more. 
Sticking with simple decorations will save you time and money. Rather than a 
clutter of holiday craft projects, try an artful decorative accent, like your favorite 
ornaments arranged in a bowl. 
Don’t expect things to be perfect - Holidays are stressful enough. Instead of 
fretting about the charred turkey, broken antique ornament, or mess of wrapping 
paper, recognize that no matter how much you plan ahead, something will go 
wrong. So take a deep breath, relax, and grab another glass of eggnog.
Don’t keep your Christmas lights on all night - Blinking bulbs and mechanical, 
ho-ho-ho’ing Santa Clauses are fine to show your holiday spirit. But leaving 
them on at all hours is bad for the environment and your relationship with the 
neighbors. Turn Christmas lights off before you tuck in for the night and you’ll 
still get invited to neighborhood barbecues come June. 
Dinners - And save the paper napkins for the Super Bowl. If there’s ever a time 
to break out the good china, it’s now. A beautiful table makes for a memorable 
family meal. 
Red and green - Yes, it’s the classic color combination, but other hues like gold, 
pink, and navy blue can work, too. Try the hues for ornaments, wrapping paper, 
and wreaths for a twist on tradition. 
Poisonous - It’s true that ingesting the plant in large quantities can produce an 
upset stomach, but it’s highly unlikely to cause a fatality. It turns out that this 
radiant, ruby flower first became associated with toxicity in 1919, when a child’s 
death in Hawaii was mistakenly attributed to the plant. So while you may not want 
to keep poinsettias in easy reach of children or pets, go ahead and keep them on 
your shopping list. 
Don’t ignore the powder room - With company dropping in, give the guest 
bathroom a quick once-over. Make sure there’s enough toilet paper, clean towels, 
and soap. Try adding a candle or small bouquet of berries to add a festive touch. 
Christmas tree up at Valentine’s Day - Do water your tree daily; don’t leave it 
up until the needles fall off. By then, it’s time to pack those ornaments away and 
properly dispose of your tree. Many towns offer recycling services for trees past 
their prime. Check your local newspaper for locations and times. 



Friday, December 5, 2014
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunnyside Community Center
1521 S. 1st St., Sunnyside

Tickets: $40 per person
To reserve your tickets, call (509) 837-1314

or purchase at the door.

Must be 21 years or older to attend.

All proceeds to benefit Sunnyside Community Hospital

Hors d'oeuvres, refreshments and entertainment!

SUNNYSIDE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Invites you to attend the 

2014 
Festival of Trees

2014 
Festival of Trees
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Grandview
Lumber

882-2298
710 West Wine Country Rd. 

MAkITA  •  STAnLEY
ScHLAGE • LUFkIn
VAUGHn • kODIAk

crESEnT • cOLEMAn
ArrOw • BOSTITcH
EnErGIzEr • ATLAS

POrTEr cABLE • SkILL
  OLD TIMErS • cLG 

wIncHESTEr • IrwIn
  Any job is easier with the 
right tools and equipment. 
Power tools to knives, 
work belts and gloves we 
carry the right brands. 

Perfect for gift giving 
& stocking stuffers.  

Brand Name 
Tools for 
Every 
Santa

M-F 7:30-5 • Sat. 8-noon

Be ready before the holiday 
starts for hanging lights and 

putting together toys.

StatePoint -To create a memorable 
holiday experience this year, turn 

your gifts, celebrations and home décor into 
a festive feast for the five senses.

Beautiful Sights
One sure sign that the holiday season has 

arrived at your home is when all the festive 
lights, décor and colors are on display. Trim 
your tree with DIY ornaments for a personal 
touch and add a wreath to your home’s 
entryway, so that visitors immediately feel 
welcomed before they even step inside.

Using scented candles in a variety of 
styles and sizes, you can create an intriguing 
and creative tablescape or mantlescape. 
Simply swap out smaller accessories to 
make the decorations last throughout the 
winter season. One easy option is to try an 
electric wax melt warmer, which can be 
used with a variety of different fragrances 

Photo courtesy of Statepoint

Delight the five senses 
this holiday season

and warmer styles and has no wick or flame.
Seasonal Sounds
Fill your home with joyful holiday 

sounds. Luckily there are a variety of genres 
within the holiday music category. Whether 
you and your guests prefer contemporary 
pop, jazzy classics or choral hymns, there 
is something to please listeners of every 
sensibility.

Wonderful Aromas
The scents of the season should evoke 

the feeling and spirit of the holiday from 
sweet and spicy notes to a cool brush of 
frosted fir. You can accomplish this with 
holiday cooking and baking as well as with 
scented candles.

For example, the Pure Radiance 
line from Yankee Candle offers special 
holiday scents such as Christmas Candy, 
Winter, Cinnamon, Holly and Ice Crystal. 
The fragrances and sleek design offer 
style and ambiance, as well as a smooth 
crackling flame for a welcoming, peaceful 
atmosphere.

You can also set the holiday mood 
traditionally with their new Festive 
Fragrances line. The tumbler jar design 
comes in a variety of sizes to suit any home 
decor.  

To add to the warmth of the season, 
incorporate scented candles throughout 
your home and consider gifting them to 
friends and family to spread the cheer. 
More ideas for celebrating the season with 
scent can be found at www.YankeeCandle.
com.

Festive Flavors
Certain flavors are so closely associated 

with the season that it wouldn’t be the same 
without them. Cinnamon, mint, nutmeg 
and ginger can be used to flavor drinks and 
desserts. From eggnog to peppermint tea 
to gingerbread cookies and houses, don’t 
forget to give your taste buds a treat and 
spice it up!

Feel the Warmth
Stay warm this holiday season. Cozy up 

with thick rugs, warm blankets, pillows and 
throws. A soft pair of slippers is a winter 
must have, and make a great holiday gift.

From tablescapes to the warmth of 
holiday aromas, it’s easy to delight all of 
the five senses this holiday season.

Tree lighting tips
Lighting a Christmas tree may seem like child’s play, but time and again people 

struggle with the task. Untangling wires and wrapping them around boughs can 
be nerve wracking, but lighting a tree doesn’t have to be a chore when you follow 
some tips from the professionals. First, keep in mind that wrapping lights around 
the tree horizontally is more work and often doesn’t produce a multi-dimensional 
effect. Rather, string the lights from the trunk up to the top, working vertically. 
This is actually how the tree decorators at Rockefeller Center in New York City 
do the famous tree year after year. This method helps eliminate tangled wires and 
empty spots. Remember to plug in the strands of lights before you begin to check 
for burnt-out bulbs and to adjust the spacing of lights to prevent dark spots. Think 
about varying light bulb sizes to add more dimension. String an inner layer of small 
LED white lights to produce an inner glow on the tree before adding larger, colored 
lightson top to increase visual appeal. Just be sure to match the same wattage of the 
lights so that you do not have power surges and can prolong the life of the bulbs.

● Greeting Cards ● Gift Bags ● Toys 
● Stocking Stuffers ● Household Items
● Wrapping Paper & Ribbon  

Silver Dollar+ Store

210 chardonnay Blvd. • Ste D • 781-6403
Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am to 9pm

Most Items In 
Our Store Are 

Just $1.00
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Julie’s Nail
     Creations
                       

1212 Meade Ave.
Suite 1 • Prosser

832-0370
https://juliedodgson.scentsy.usa

Open Tuesday - Friday
by Appointment Only

Merry
Christmas

Gift Certif cates
Come Check Us Out!

Where All That Glitters

Is GOLD!

~ Unique Custom-Designed Jewelry
~ Exquisite One-Of-A-Kind Glasswork
~ Fine Diamond & Unique Colored Stones
~ Rare Ellensburg Blue Jewelry Collection
~ Hummel & Lladro Figurines
~ And So Much More, Stop In Today!

Prosser - 723 6th St., 786-GOLD (4653)
Sunnyside - 528 S. 6th St., 837-6274Sunnyside - 528 S. 6th St., 837-6274

Holiday Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOM JEWELRY AND REPAIR
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May Your Christmas 
Sparkle This Year!

BeckCo.
Design Gallery

Exquisite 
One-Of-A-Kind 

Glasswork

Rare Ellensburg 
Blue Jewelry 

Collection

Unique 
Custom-Designed 

Jewelry

Prosser - 723 6th St., 786-GOLD (4653)
Sunnyside - 528 S. 6th St., 837-6274 

Holiday Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOM JEWELRY AND REPAIR

The Christmas season is typically 
a time of good cheer, and the 

Grandview Police Department wants to 
help community residents keep it that 
way.

Police Chief Kal Fuller offered a 
number of tips that will help make the 
season bright and crime-free.  

Among his recommendations: 
Daylight shopping is a good thing.  If 

at all possible this is the safest time to be 
out and about.

Think about shopping with a friend 
or relative if you can.  There is certainly 
safety in numbers and if you are both 
paying attention to surroundings … it’s 
just that much better.  

Certainly be alert and scan your 
surroundings frequently.  If anything or 
anyone makes you feel uncomfortable or 
unsafe, go to any store clerk and ask them 
to call for security.  Always think personal 
safety and do not try to rationalize away a 
potentially bad situation.  You are likely 
feeling threatened or uncomfortable for 
a perfectly legitimate reason.  Act on 
your instincts and don’t be embarrassed 
about it.

Try to arrange for a babysitter 
for the kids if you can.  We tend to 
concentrate so hard on our shopping that 
the distraction of kids can amplify our 
frustrations. Worse yet, with the huge 
crowds there is always the possibility 
children can get separated from 
parents. Leave the youngsters home if 
you can and devote your full attention to 
the shopping task at hand.  

If the kids do go along, make sure you 
teach them beforehand about going to a 
store clerk or security guard for safety if 
they do become separated.

Return to your vehicle with a 
manageable amount of merchandise.  
You don’t want to be struggling to walk 
to your car and fumble around while 
trying to unlock.  Carry your keys in 
your hand and be ready to access your 
vehicle the moment you get there.  If 
there is more shopping to do, follow the 
regular tip of placing merchandise in the 
trunk.  

Grandview Police Chief offers advice for 
the holiday shoppers

If for any reason you feel 
uncomfortable, don’t hesitate to ask 
a security guard to accompany you to 
your car.  They are there to help you and 
should be more than willing to do so. 
People just need to be ultra-aware during 
the holiday season.  

Fuller also encouraged residents 
to call the police if there is anything 
suspicious seen.  

“This is really important,” Fuller said.  
“We hear from people regularly who 
say ‘Sorry I bothered you’ or ‘I guess I 
shouldn’t have called,’ when it turns out 
to be nothing.  

“Nonsense.  That is what we are here 
for and it’s always better to be safe than 
sorry.  

“Calls such as this … ‘Something just 
doesn’t look right’ … have helped us 
arrest burglars and thieves in the recent 
past.  Please call.”

Other holiday safety tips
When shopping:
•	 Don’t park in unlit areas.
•	 Be extra careful carrying a 

purse. They are prime targets in crowded 
shopping areas.
•	 Do not carry large amounts of 

cash with you.
•	 Be aware of strangers 

approaching you. This is the time of year 
for many solicitors, etc. be aware of your 
surroundings and possible distraction 
techniques.
•	 Put shopping bags in your trunk. 

Don’t try to cover items with a blanket, 
if possible take packages and large items 
home and then go back out shopping 
rather than leaving them in your car.

At home:
•	 Make sure your holiday gifts 

are not visible through windows in your 
home.
•	 If you are leaving town leave 

lights on an automatic timer.
•	 When large gifts are received 

(like electronics, televisions, computers, 
etc) do not leave empty boxes by your 
garbage can. Dispose of them in a 
recycling receptacle or elsewhere.
•	 Inform as few people as 

possible of your vacation plans. This 
includes newspaper and postal delivery 
people, unless you are going to be gone 
an extended period of time. This includes 
social networking sites, do not post your 
vacation plans on social networking 
sites.
•	 Ask a trusted neighbor to 

keep an eye on your home, if you are 
leaving for the holidays, and to report 
any suspicious or criminal activity to 
the police department. Ask them to also 
pick up your newspaper, mail and other 
deliveries daily.
•	 If you are going to be gone for 

an extended period of time, you should 
ask your neighbor to place a filled 
garbage can in front of your house on 
collection day, park a vehicle in your 
driveway occasionally and arrange to 
have the lawn mowed or snow removed.
•	 Use automatic timers on a radio 

and lamps to simulate occupancy. Set 

these for your normal 
routine. For instance, 
a radio and lamp in 
the living room 
might be on from 
dusk until 10 
p.m. then at 10 
p.m. a lamp 
goes on in 
the bedroom 
and off at 
midnight.
•	 Lock all 

outside doors 
using quality 
deadbolt locks 
and shut and 
lock your 
windows. Lock 
your garage 
door.
•	 S t o r e 

valuables in a safety deposit box.
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Happy Holidays
GrAnDVIEw GOOD GUYS

Ace Hardware, Grandview
Boboth Vision clinic
 All Your Vision needs
Mike Bren, new York Life   
Ins., co.
Brown’s Les Schwab Tire
cliff’s TV & Video
Grandview Herald
Jerry’s Pool & Spa,    
 Sunnyside
kenyon zero Storage
clifton Larson Allen cPA’s
Lower Valley credit Union

Lower Valley Machine
Marchant Home    
 Furnishings
MB Upholstery/Auto Glass
 Mike & Jeff Bertsch
Mid Valley chrysler,     
Dodge, Jeep
Pam Horner, Horace Mann  
 Insurance
PMH Medical center
rDO Agriculture    
 Equipment co. - John   
 Deere Dealer 

rider’s True Value     
 Hardware
r.E. Powell / christensen 
   Distributing co. 
r.H. Smith Distributing co.
rainwater-Your Local 
   Bottled water Source
Smith Funeral  Home
Teddy Bear corner
Tom Denchel Ford country, Inc.
Valley Hills Funeral Home
welch’s
whalen’s Accounting Service

PrOSSEr PrOMOTErS
Americanwest Bank
Dr. warren Barmore
Becky’s coffee corner 
 & Video
Ben. co. Public Utility    
 District
Benton rural Electric Assoc.
Bern’s Tavern - Bar & Grill
Brown’s Tire company
chapman-Lampson  
 real Estate
conover Insurance,
 nick cox Agent
cook’s True Value
Davy’s Burger ranch
Tom Denchel Ford country

Edward Jones Investments
     Financial Advisor  Bill   
Jenkin, AAMS®
Elfers-Lyon Pharmacy
Grandview Lumber
Hall chevrolet-Buick
Halstead & comins rick
Highland Family Dentistry,  
 Dr. David Grow
Himsl real Estate co.
Historic Downtown Prosser  
 Association
clifton Larson Allen cPA’s
Prosser Dental center
Prosser Eagles #2647
Prosser Family  
 Fitness zone

Prosser Funeral Home 
 & crematory
PMH Medical center
Prosser record-Bulletin
Prosser Sun Terrace
   retirement & Assisted   
 Living
Sandy’s Bloom central
Saxton-riley, PLLc
Shy’s Pizza connection
Simplot Soilbuilders
Spin cycle Laundromat
Thompson chiropractic
Valley Vista Medical Group
wilson Family Eye care
     Dr. robert wilson
Yakima Federal Savings 
     and Loan Association



 2014 HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE • PAGE 13 

StatePoint - A holiday feast is 
one meal you’ll want to ensure 

includes flavorful, thoughtful dishes. 
Unfortunately, it’s one of the busiest 
times of year, and sorting through 
recipes, especially for dessert, may 
get pushed down the to-do list.

 “There are a gazillion recipes in 
the world, but the lifesaving recipe 
for when times are crazy, that’s 
priceless,” says Anne Byrn, food 
writer and author of the new, “Anne 
Byrn Saves the Day! Cookbook.”

A collection of crowd-pleasing 
recipes from her network of friends 
and family, Byrn’s book features this 
recipe for Kentucky Brown Sugar 
Pie, perfect for a feast, as it takes only 
about 20 minutes to pull together, 
less time than a drive to the bakery 
and back -- and is more scrumptious 
than anything complicated to make or 
store-bought:
Ingredients;
• 1 store-bought 9-inch pie crust, 
thawed if frozen
• 1 cup packed dark brown sugar
• 1⁄3 cup all-purpose flour
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 2 cups whole milk
• 3 large eggs, at room temperature
• 1 tablespoon salted or unsalted 
butter
• 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
• 1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar
• 4 tablespoons granulated sugar
Directions;
Let eggs come to room temperature, 
taking them out of the refrigerator 
half an hour before making the pie.
Transfer crust to glass pie pan if 
leaving it in aluminum foil pie pan. If 
it’s not a preformed crust, fit it into a 
glass pie plate.
Bake pie crust following package 
directions until light brown. Let crust 
cool on rack while making filling. 
Leave oven on, adjusting temperature 
if necessary to 400 degrees F.
Place brown sugar, flour, and salt 
in medium-size saucepan and stir 
to combine. Slowly whisk in milk. 
Place pan over medium heat, stirring 
constantly until filling thickens and is 
bubbly, four to five minutes. Reduce 
heat to low and continue cooking 
filling until completely thickened, 
two minutes longer. Remove from 
heat.
Separate eggs, placing yolks in a 
small bowl and whites in a medium 
stainless steel or glass bowl. Set egg 
whites aside. Beat egg yolks with fork 
to combine. Add 3 tablespoons of the 
hot filling to egg yolks and stir well 
to combine. Whisk the egg mixture 
into the saucepan of filling. Place 
pan over low heat and whisk until 

Simple, thoughtful 
recipes work best 
for holiday feasts

Photo courtesy of Statepoint
Kentucky brown sugar pie.

yolks are well combined and filling is 
thick, creamy, and smooth, about two 
minutes. Remove pan from heat and 
stir in butter and vanilla. Pour filling 
into baked crust.
Make the meringue: Using an electric 
mixer, beat egg whites on high speed 
until frothy, one to two minutes. Add 
cream of tartar and continue beating 
on high. Gradually add granulated 
sugar. Beat egg whites until stiff and 
glossy and sugar is dissolved, four to 
five minutes.
Pile spoonfuls of meringue on top of 
filling. Using a spatula, push meringue 
to the edge of crust to seal in filling. 
Smooth the top of the pie.
Bake until meringue is lightly 
browned, eight to ten minutes. 
Transfer to a wire rack to cool about 
three hours before serving.

More information about the book 
can be found at www.Workman.com.

This holiday, wow your guests 
with simple yet flavorsome recipes.

Serving up
Great Specialty
Drinks • Soup

and Sandwiches
We Pre-Order New 

Releases to Purchase!
Wednesday Night
Crafts 5:00-7:00

Knitting, Crocheting, etc. 
FREE!!!  Just bring your 

crafts and a sense of humor

Book Club
2nd Tues. of the month

Coffee 786-0747
Hours: M-F 7-6 • Sat. 8-5

Video 786-0748
Winter Hours: M-T 9-8

Fri. 9-9 • Sat 10-9

Local Greeting Cards
1120 Meade Ave. 

Prosser

Becky’s
Coffee Corner
& Video RentalGift C

ertificates . . . Great For H
oliday Giving

AlpAcA... luxurious, warm, fashionable... 
the perfect gift for family, friends, 

employees, or yourself! Shop our beautiful 
collection of fashions, home goods and toys 

at these exciting local events:

Make it an Alpaca Christmas!
Farm Store open daily by appointment

786-4507
www.sagebluffalpacas.com

Thanksgiving in Wine country
Alpaca Trunk Show at Airfield Estates

Friday and Saturday, Nov. 28 and 29 • 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Alpaca Holiday Bazaar

2001 Washington, Kennewick • Saturday, Dec. 6 • 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Bill’s Berry Farm christmas Tree Festival
Saturday, Dec. 13 • 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

princess Theatre christmas Market
Saturday, Dec. 20 • 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Clip, save, present 
for 10% savings! 
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By Blair Bryant
In such a modern and technology-driven world, nothing can beat celebrating 

the Christmas season the old-fashioned way. These old-fashioned ideas are simple 
and economical, but they are also fun and memorable. Of course, including 
family and friends is the most important part. After that, traditional customs and 
your own imagination can make the season of giving a special one. 

Making your own Christmas presents is always a nice sentiment. You can 
almost guarantee that your gifts will be unique, and nobody will duplicate them. 
Whatever you make won’t be available at the local Wal-Mart. There is also 
something special about the time and effort that goes into making your gifts. Your 
homemade items will have extra meaning, and people will sincerely appreciate 
it. You may even learn some new skills while making your presents, and the new 
skills will help you in gift-giving for many years.

Another old-fashioned idea is to create a traditional feel in your home. Pick a 
night and turn off the computer, television, and lights. Sit with your loved ones 
by candle light and the glow of the Christmas tree and enjoy hot cider, cookies, 
and other holiday treats. All of you could take turns telling about your favorite 
Christmas memory, or someone could read from the Book of Luke. To further 
enjoy the Christmas spirit, go outside and sing Christmas carols under the light of 
the moon and the stars. Everyone could sing while looking inside at the Christmas 
tree and the glow of the candles. Afterwards, come back inside and warm up with 
some hot chocolate. This will bring a smile to even the biggest Scrooge. 

You can also spread the Christmas spirit to your neighbors. Walk around your 
neighborhood and personally deliver Christmas cards. Give your neighbors a 
smile and a personal holiday greeting. You can even include a small treat bag 
with your Christmas cards. The treat bags would be even nicer if you included 
your very own homemade goodies. Your neighbors would appreciate your effort, 
and you might even make their day. The smiles on their faces would be thanks 
enough.

Even a little bit of technology has made its way into an old-fashioned 
Christmas. Gather around with your loved ones and watch holiday classics such 
as It’s a Wonderful Life, Miracle on 34th Street, or A Christmas Story. These 
great films have aged nicely, and they are still fun to watch year after year. Many 
youngsters would actually be seeing these classics for the very first time.

An old-fashioned Christmas game can add to your fun even more. Make a 
circle with your family and friends. Get a small ball, beanbag, or other small 
object. Toss the object randomly to people in the circle. When someone catches 
the object, they have a split second to say a word that relates to Christmas. If they 
can’t think of one, then they sit out. The last person standing is the winner. Both 
adults and children can enjoy this simple game. 

Naturally, nothing is more traditional during the Christmas season than 
thinking of others. You can meet with family and friends and combine as much 
food as you can. Then, load up the food and take it to a food bank. The food bank 
would be excited to see such a big donation, and you can make a big difference 
in people’s lives and spread more Christmas cheer.

Christmas is such a beautiful time of the year, but it can come and go quickly. 
Don’t forget to stop and spend time with the people you love. And with some 
creativity and a few traditional ideas, you can enjoy the pleasures of an old-
fashioned Christmas.

Blair Bryant is a freelance writer and the author of three books of fiction about 
“country folks.”

By Victoria Walker

Join Humberto Rodriquez, Executive 
Director of Prosser Chamber of 

Commerce this year at depot square to 
celebrate the beginning of the holiday 
season!

To start the day there is a free showing 
of the movie Elf at the Princess theatre with 
curtain time at 2:30 p.m. and it is free to the 
public.  There will be a second showing at 
5:30 p.m. for those who want to enjoy the 
film again or see it for the first time.    

Then at 4 p.m., come down to Depot 
Square where there will be tons of fun for 
everyone in the family.  

The very best part of this entire event 
is when Santa Clause stops in Prosser.  He 
will listen to Prosser’s children share their 
wishes and dreams for this Christmas.   We 
encourage parents to bring your cameras!

In addition to Santa’s visit, the Miss 

Make It A Beautiful Holiday 
With A Gift Certificate from 

Mary Lou’s
Family Styling Salon

Gift Certificates
1213 Meade • Prosser • 786-1522

• Facials $25 
• Manicures • Up Do’s 

• Pedicures 
• Facial Waxing

• Perms • Conditioning 
Treatments

$10 For Boys Haircuts Up 
To 12 Years

Photo courtesy of Chamber of Commerce
Last year the Christmas celebration at Depot Square in Prosser.

Family Christmas Festival at 
Eric Barnard Depot Square

Prosser Court will be sharing hot chocolate, 
hot dogs and good cheer.  The fire pits at the 
Depot will be all lit up keeping everyone 
warm while roasting marshmallows and 
munching on hotdogs. There will be 
carolers to entertain everyone with holiday 
music.

Along with the singing and Santa, be 
sure to enter for a chance to win one of the 
giant Christmas stockings filled with gifts 
and goodies from local Prosser merchants. 

It’s family fun at Depot Square on 
Sunday, Nov. 30. Be there, bring your 
cameras, bring your family and bring your 
Christmas list, as the Family Christmas 
kicks off the holiday season.

“My goal is for all kids who 
attend to walk away with something.   
Pictures with Santa to be posted on 
Chambers Facebook page for you to enjoy 
after the event,” says Rodriguez.

Have an 
old-fashioned 

Christmas 
season
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Get Your 
Subscription 

Now 
Yakima & Benton Counties
 1 Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40.00
 2 Years . . . . . . . . . . . . $72.00
Elsewhere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $57.00
Servicemen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00
College Students (9 mo.) . . . .  $35.00
Senior Citizen (in counties) . . . $35.00
      (out of counties) . . . . . . . .  $57.00

www.thegrandviewherald.com
www.recordbulletin.com

107 Division Street • Grandview, washington 98930

882-3712

613 7th Street • Prosser, washington 99350

786-1711
SUBScrIPTIOnS 

ArE A GrEAT IDEA FOr 
cHrISTMAS GIFTS!




